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Whilst the Board of Agriculture does nothing, the 
Local Government Board has promised, through 
Mr. Chaplin, to take such action as will prevent 
milk from cows with tuberculous udders being sold 
for human food, Thisis a halting step in the right 
direction, but the desired object might have been 
better reached if a firm step had been taken by the 
Board of Agriculture. When Mr. Chaplin’s proposal 
becomes law the public will be protected at the ex- 
pense of the cow-keeper. This trader will be made 
toget rid of the dangerous cow under penalty of his 
business being stopped. Now tuberculous disease of 
the udder is not common —not half so common as 
generalised tuberculosis. The Local Government 
Board has no power to touch the diseased cows—only 
the diseased milk. They may force men to remove 
“udder disease ’’ but they will leave the cow, that is 
constantly emitting tubercle bacilli from the lungs 
and bowels, to infect other animals. 

If Mr. Long had taken action by scheduling 
Tuberculosis in cattle, the ‘ wasters ’’ as well as the 
udder disease would both have been eliminated from 
cowsheds. Notification of all would have been 
requisite, and the Cowsheds and Milkshops Order 
would have been rendered a useful and potential 
regulation. Mr. Chaplin can give no compensation 
to the cowkeeper. Mr. Long could have done so. It 
wall very well for the Royal Agricultural Society, 
represented by a few rich men in a room at 
Hanover Square, to advise that diseased cows 
should be picked out by the aid of tuberculin, 
but it ls a cool comfort to add —*‘ with regard to the 
reacting cows, it can only be said that the sooner 
they are sent to the butcher the better.” A cow, 
Worth £24 for milk, is worth about £16 for meat. 
How many cowkeepers can afford to follow this dis- 
Interested advice? The average cow-shed shows 


7 per cent. of its inmates react to tuberculin—many 


which have only the slightest local lesion in their | 


all their new purchases, and only buy with a warranty 
of freedom from disease. This is not controlling 
disease. This is not restricting the spread of tuber- 
culosis. Itis simply evading loss by putting it upon 
your neighbour. Sooner or later, it is argued, all 
will use tuberculin and then the present voluntary 
arrangements will be fair to all. This is not so, 
because as soon as there is a probability of check- 
mate by a contra-test, the practice of repeated in- 
jections will be adopted and tuberculin discredited. 
This so-called ‘‘ voluntary method’ enables the 
breeder and feeder of cattle to clear himself, and to 
shove his diseased stock on to cowkeepers and butchers 
for whom the law is waiting with penalties. 

The cowkeeper and butcher have only one method 
of protecting themselves. They must combine, and 
refuse to buy cattle unless warranted free from 
tuberculosis. This they are attempting, and their 
action will force the hand of the Board of Agricul- 


‘ture. If the agriculturist does not soon ask the 


Department of State which is established for his pro- 
tection to take action he will find himself with herds 
of diseased cattle which he can neither sell nor afford 
to keep. The shrewder agriculturist sees tiat legis- 
lation is inevitable, and is using tuberculin to cheat 
his neighbour, but his only ery is for government 
help and full compensation. Our advice to him is to 
ask for half, that he may possibly get a fourth. 
Professor Edgar blames Mr. Walter Long. Wedo 
not. The professional opinion, which has most 
weight at the Board of Agriculture, is that of Sir G. 
Brown, Messrs. Cope and Duguid, and Professor 
McFadyean. We believe we are correct in saying 
that not one of these veterinarians has done anything 
but point out the difficulties of legislation for tuber- 
culosis—except to urge the beauties of ‘ voluntary 
effort.’” The Board has been and is being misled. 


Tue Proressorsuie or at CAMBRIDGE. 


The electors to the above professorship, rendered 


les. Public contribution to such loss is only fair) vacant by the death of the late Alfred Antunes Kan- 


and expedient, 
util compensation is given the practice of ciear- 
Ing herds at other persons’ expense will continue. 
acting cows will not go to the butcher, they will 
me the market, and re-oceupy a stall in a cow-shed. 
the present time few people know how many cow- 


thack, met on Saturday, Feb. 11, when they appointed 


ito the chair German Sims Woodhead, M.D. (Edin.) Mr. 
| Woodhead, who is the eldest son of Mr. Joseph Wood- 
| head, J.P., formerly M.P. for Spen Valley, was born at 
| Huddersfield on April 29th, 1855. He was educated at 


Pers are quietly adopting the “ voluntary method” | Huddersfield College, and afterwards proceeded to 
of getting rid of tuberculosis. It is being largely | Edinburgh University. He is Director of the Labora- 
practised, and the first in the field are doing well in ‘tories of the Conjoint Board of the Royal College of 


antic) 


send 


halng to market those cows that react. Some test | 


a pation of expected legislation. They are sepa- | Physicians (Lond.), and Surgeons (Eng.), and was Presi- 
8 infected from healthy, and surreptitiously | dent of the Royal Medical Society, 1878. 
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dom, to obtain their opinion and concurrence in 


Jidence and their own belief.” 


merited sarcasm was concluded amidst applause! ! 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


TUBERCULOSIS AND ITS SUPPRESSION ? 
By Wm. Auston Epear, F.R.C.V.S., Dartford. 


The announcement of Mr. Chaplia in the House 


of Commons, on Thursday, Feb. 9th, that ‘ he pro- 


posed to make an order extending the definition of 


** disease ’’ in the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops’ 
Order of 1885, so as to include in the case of a cow 


such disease of the udder as shall be certified by a 


veterinary surgeon to be tubercular. This will have 


the effect of prohibiting the milk from such cows 


being mixed with other milk, and from being sold or 
used for human food,’’ will afford much satisfaction 
to the veterinary profession as being the first practical 
step taken by the Government to give effeet to 
recommendations so long and persistently advocated 
by veterinarians. It will at thisdate be interesting 
to recall three resolutions passed, and forwarded to 
the proper authorities, at a meeting of the Southern 
Counties Veterinary Medical Association, at Brighton, 
29th Sept., 1881—seventeen years ago. 

I. That tuberculosis should be brought within the 
operation of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. 

Il. That the flesh and milk of tuberculous ani- 
mals should not be allowed to be consumed as 
food. 

III. That a Committee be formed of members of 
this Association to draw out a resolution to be for- 
warded to the other Associations in the United King- 


petitioning the Government to include tuberculous 
diseases in the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. 

The effect of that effort was abortive. The reason 
for the suggestion being ignored was explained to be 
that it would be impossible to recognise tuberculosis 
in its early stages, and consequently no attempt what- 
ever was made to control the disease. 

At the opening of the Royal Veterinary College 
Session in October last the Minister of Agriculture is 
reported as making the following remarks. Address- 
ing veterinary surgeons and students, he said: “I 
should like toimpress this upon you—some of you 
are now moving actively in the world and others who 
are preparing to do so—that if a remedy of this kind 
(tuberculin) is as effective as science now tells us it 
is, surely it can hardly be necessary for the Govern- 
ment to step in with a payment of 2/3 or 2/6 per 
cow in order to induce owners of housed stock in this 
country to take advantage of so beneficial a discovery. 
The real truth is that those men who have got the know- 
ledge which is of such immense value—the accurate 
scientific knowledge which enables them to see not 
only the remedy but to give the reason for the faith 
that is in them—do not make sufficient use of the 
opportunities daily presented to them to enthuse their 
neighbours and the public generally with their own con- 


The speech containing this bitterly cutting and un- 


 satenenitiia to note that the first departmental step 
has originated with the Local Government Board and 
the Board of Agriculture is resting in voluntary 
eftort. 

It is remarkable that as a statesman the Minister 
of Agriculture should not be able to appreciate the 
futility of any effort on the part of the veterinary 
profession in this matter unsupported by himself, 
What will be the result of the advice given by Mr. 
Long to the profession, to press the use of tuberculin 
upon the stockowners of this country ? 

Mr. W. Hunting, in his able and practical paper, 
read recently before the Society of Aris, said re- 
specting the ‘‘ Use of Tuberculin.”’ 

‘‘The voluntary use of tuberculin, whether the 
test be applied by the authorities, or by private. 
veterinary surgeons, puts the owner in a position of 
command over the disease. He learns which ani- 
mals are diseased, and is able to separate them from 
the healthy stock and so prevent further spread of the 
plaque.” 

Mr. Hunting istoo shrewda judge of men not to know 
that ‘‘ self preservation is the first law of nature.” 
That the ‘‘ voluntary ” use of tuberculin will enable 
the user to ‘prevent further spread of the plague 
amongst his own stock is to be freely admitted, but that 
it wili suppress tuberculosis amongst the herds of this 
country he cannot have intended to suggest. 

While veterinary surgeons are following the sage 

counsel of statesmen and testing herds with tuber- 
culin the uncontrolled reacting animals are being put 
upon the market by the wise stockowners and innwmer- 
able fresh centres of the disease are being established. 
Those who “ do not belive” in tuberculin continue 
innocently to buy their friends’ isolated cattle at fairs 
and markets, often at some distance from the original 
centre of infection. 
When all stock owners adopt the ‘ voluntary ” use 
of tuberculin it will be a case of “‘ when Greek meets 
Greek.” It is just possible, however, that before 
another seventeen years have expired Government 
will take the disease seriously in hand, and then 
make it worth while for “‘ the men who have got the 
knowledge ’’ to continue their efforts for its exterml- 
nation. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


In the report of Mr. Hunting’s paper, read — 
the Society of Arts, published in The Record of = 
11th (with the tenour of which I fully agree) he 
repeats the assertion that ‘‘ probably 20 per - 0 
the adult cattle of the country are more or 'es 
affected.” The data on which this estimate 's 
founded is, I believe, the result of post-mortem 
examinations in connection with the slaughter S 
cattle for being affected with or having been 17 © 
tact with those affected with pleuro-pneumonia. 1, 
From actual testing of those animals likely Bis 
the subjects of tuberculosis I am strongly he 
that the estimate is very excessive and ex : 
misleading. It is notorious that statistics ca 


Remembering the foregoing enthusiasm it is 


manipulated so as to prove almost anything, because 
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so many factors have to be taken into account which 
not merely modify the value of the statistics but 
actually reverse tbeir true import. 

Take the following. A herd tested in 1896 gave 
94 affected out of 31, practically 80 per cent. The 
herd having been divided into healthy and diseased 
animals, and the diseased ones gradually killed 
during the following twelve months, was supple- 
mented by newly purchased cows which were tested 
before introduction ; when tested in 1897 yielded 4 
affected in 30, say 14 percent. Twelve months later, 
June, 1898, 4 definite reactions and 3 suspicious 
ones were observed in about the same number of 
cows. In January, 1899, only onein 28 cows. The 
early numbers give only indifferent encouragement 


‘to efforts at extermination, but to the explanation of 


thisand its teaching I will refer presently. 

By way of replenishing this herd there were 
purchased 30 new cows and each was tested by my- 
self before purchase. They were all shorthorns 
freshly calved with the second calf, drawn from the 
counties of Hereford, Gloucester, Wilts, and Shrop- 
shire. Not one of these gave an undoubted reaction, 
and only two gave the least suspicion of disease. 
This is the more satisfactory as some of them were 
calves from the original herd, which had been taken 
quickly from their dams and reared under favourable 
circumstances. This result goes a considerable way 
tocontrovert the theory of heredity in this disease. 
Of course no particular care had been exercised in 
the selection of the new stock beyond chosing the 
most promising milkers, and it may be taken as a 
fact that they represent the average of such cattle in 
the counties mentioned and tells strongly in favour 
of the health of the cattle there. In fact from observa- 
tion I should say that the disease is mainly confined 
to cattle (principally milking cows) which are kept 
either wholly or largely in buildings. 

The difficulties attending any attempt at extermi- 
nating the disease are by no means light. To diag- 
hose the disease in cattle is an easy. matter, and it 
need not be » very expensive process to stamp it out, 
because the great bulk of the animals are in some 
degree suitable for food, and as the owners of the 
herd I have mentioned found, the salvage was 
nearly 75 per cent. of the cost in animals; but the 
greatest expense is in disinfecting the premises. 

In other contagious diseases this has not been 
found to be a heavy item, as the germs were not 
difficult to get at or to destroy—in tuberculosis this 
's Teversed, and it seems in some instances that 
Probably out and out destruction of the buildings 
themselves by fire is the only effectual means of 

éstroying the bacillus. 

The buildings used by the herd I have referred to 
pas mostly new and well constructed and were 
mr occupied by the cows during the winter months, 
eae required three most thorough cleansings 
0 disinfectings to reduce the fresh cases to one in 
rs - of course we cannot yet assume that they are 

- The best and most thorough means have 

ee qloved. and if success is so difficult under 
aa eeraes conditions, what can be expected 
inet o- ¢ buildings are old and in many cases exceed- 

Sy Ulthy with dust, cobwebs, etc., to say nothing 


of the manure adhering to the walls, and any other 
source of infection. 

I am surprised that no note of this difficulty has 
been taken by either of the commissions mentioned 
by Mr. Hunting, or by Mr. Hunting himself, for it 
| seems to me most certain that what with the actual 
cost of disinfection and difficulty in obtaining accom- 
modation for healthy cattle and extra rent, this will 
represents the heaviest item in the matter. | 

SrepHen Berson, M.R.C.V.S. 
Hereford, Feb. 14. 


THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 
AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


This important society has issued a leaflet which 
at any rate shows that agriculturists recognise facts, 
even if they decline to act upon them. The leaflet is 
published :—‘* With the object of assisting dairy 
farmers in meeting the requirements of Sanitary 
Authorities under the present circumstances.”” The 
most important paragraphs are the fcllowing :- - 

“It is a matter of certainty that a notable quan- 
tity of milk which is sold to the public contains 
tubercle bacilli, and persons who drink it in an un- 
cooked condition incur some risk of infection.”’ 

‘The disease in cattle in the advanced stage may 
be detected by an expert from the outward symptoms, 
but in the majority of instances there are no charac- 
teristic signs, and the tuberculin test is the only safe 
and nearly certain method of discovering the exis- 
tence Of tubercle, even when no indications are 
apparent. 

When it is intended to employ the test, the 
owner of the cattle should apply to the Principal of 
the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
London, N.W., giving the name of his usual veter- 
inary adviser, to whom printed instructions will be 
sent. If desired, the name of a veterinary surgeon in 
the district will be suggested. 

Animals which react to the test, thus indicating 
that they are affected with tuberculosis, should be 
separated from those which do not react: a slight 
| partition covered with tarred felt, to divide a shed 
' into two parts, will suffice.” 

‘‘ As to the course which the owner should take 
with regard to the reacting cows, it can only he said 
that the sooner they are sent to the butcher the 
better. As it is impossible to determine at what 
particular moment the udder may be invaded, and 
the milk become infective, a strict regard to sanitary 
laws would exclude the milk of tuberculous cows as 
unsafe for food, unlessit had been effectually sterilised 
before distribution or use. 

That the decided effort which is now being made to 
arrest the spreading of consumption and other forms 
of tuberculosis in man will gradually lead to the en- 
forcement of strict precautions against the sale of 
milk from tuberculous cows cannot be doubted; and 
it is of the utmost importance that dairymen should 
realise the necessity of doing everything in their 
power to eradicate tuberculosis from their herds.” 
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(ZSOPHAGEAL OBSTRUCTION, 


~ 


In continuation of the interesting article on 
cesophageal obstruction in a foal, reported in your 
issue of February 11th, 1899, by H. C. Reeks, Esq., 
M.R.C.V.8., Spalding. I trust that gentleman will 
pardon me if I offer the following additional re- 
marks :— 

1. If practicable, after the patient is cast, adminis- 
ter an anesthetic. I have found that there is usually 
a certain amount of spasmodic contraction of the 
cesophagus in these cases which renders the passage 
of the probang difficult, also the struggles of the 
animal are obviated. 

2. Draw the head up so that the mouth and the 
cesophagus are as nearly as possible in a straight 
line. This lessens the danger of the probang passing 
into the trachea. 

3. Examine the end of the probang before paSsing, 
the bulb is likely to get loose. I had in my early 
days an accident of this sort, the cap coming off the 
stillet, but fortunately was able to bring it back into 
the mouth by manipulation. It, however, gave mea 
never forgotten lesson. 

4. It is perhaps superfluous to say ‘‘ cast the horse 
on the right side.”’ I have, however, seen this small 
detail overlooked. 

Cases of esophageal obstruction, particularly 
amongst native horses, are common in India. In 
my experience much more so than amongst the civil 
equine population in this country, and I have found, 

although it requires care, that the passage of the pro- 
bang is not so difficnlt as it is generally supposed if 
these precautions, together with those mentioned by 
Mr. Reeks, are taken. 
Josnua A. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S., C.I.E., D.S.O., 
Vet.-Major A.V.D. 
Junior United Service Club, London, 
February 12. 


RUPTURE OF STOMACH. 


The following case is intended for younger mem- 
bers, who may not have seen a case of rupture of 
the stomach. 

On the 19th of January, Horse, No. 19,335, came 
in from work at 11.30 and was noticed with colic about 
3.30; admitted at 4 p.m., showing severe abdominal 
pain, profuse sweating and heaving of the flanks, 
distention of the abdomen. Temperature, 103° F., 
pulse, 70°. Sedative medicines administered and hot 
blankets applied in a loose box. 

6 p.m. Animal growing worse, makes no attempt 
to throw himself down, and stands as if afraid to 
move. Serious injury internally suspected. Con- 
tinue hot blankets. 

10.385. Horse started to walk round box and 
dropped dead. 

During the time this horse was in hospital no 
attempts at vomition or sitting on haunches occurred. 
These symptoms are sometimes related as being 
diagnostic of rupture of the stomach. But in a 


ting on the haunches was a constant symptom; s9 
that this symptom occurs in other cases, and is not 
always present in rupture of the stomach. 

Post-mortem revealed a large rent in the stomach, 
The edges of the rent mnch thickened, infiltrated 
and extravasated, and escape of ingesta into the 
abdominal cavity. Complete congestion of left lung 
and partial of the right ; other viscera healthy. 

S. M. Smrrn, Vet. Capt., A.V.D. 
Aldershot, Feb. 10ch. 


Horse DisEASE IN West AFRICA. 


We are indebted to Mr. Wm. Penhale, F.R.C.V.S,, 
for the following extract from a letter, written by an 
officer stationed at Gamba, about three weeks’ march 
from Kumassi :— 

‘‘Hardly any of the horses can live here 
more than two months. The worst of it is we 
cannot make out what kills them. They go off 
their feed and get very poor; then they go blind of 
one eye, then they swell in the hind legs, and this 
gradually extends to the loins, and then they die. 
It is supposed to be a berry or seed or something 
which gets into the water, harmless to humans but 
fatal to horses, but what truth there is in the theory 
I do not know; anyhow these horses drink the same 
water as we do, boiled, but certainly something dis- 
agrees with them.” 


“DANGEROUS LEGISLATION.” 


At the special meeting of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, on the 6th inst., the following 
resolution was, after some discussion, confirmed :— 


“ Advertising by veterinary surgeons, or causing 
or permitting other persons to advertise for them, 
whether by paid advertisment or by editorial or other 
notice in the public press, or distributing or cau*l0g 
or permitting to be distributed circulars, books or cards 
relating to their professional attainments or abilities 
or charges, or in respect of medicine or appliances pre: 
pared or sold by them, amounts to conduct disgrace 
in a professional respect, within the meaning of Section 
6 of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881.” ” 

I am, and always have been, opposed to advertising 
by veterinary surgeons in their professional —— 
but I must record a very strong: protest against this 
resolution which, by its looseness of diction ana od 
warrantable scope, goes far beyond the powers oi the 
Council. is 
In the first place, although called a bye-law, ! 
not one, nor has it become a bye-law, even ys 
confirmed by a special meeting. A bye-law dire 
or permits something ; the above words only - 
an opinion of the Council. Had the me on 
‘“‘shall be regarded or interpreted as conduc = 
graceful, ete.,”” then it might have become & 
but as it says, in effect, ‘ is conduct disgrace pos me 
professional respect ?”’ it only amounts to 4 et, 
tion. Confirmation by the special meeting 
therefore, a waste of time and added nothing 


case of oat-hair calculus I had last autumn, the sit- 


validity of the motion. — 
A bye-law must say what it means, and mean what 
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it says. This motion evidently says a great dea! 
more than it means. Take, for instance, the first 
words— 

Advertising by veterinary surgeons . . . . amounts to 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect. 

Legally interpreted, this would prevent authors of 
books from advertising their works. It would prevent 
Principals of Schools advertising the opening of their 
colleges. It would stop a veterinary surgeon adver- 
tising for an assistant, or an assistant advertising for 
employment. A veterinary surgeon might not ad- 
vertise his house for sale, or his dog as lost, or his 
marriage, or the birth of a son and heir! And this 
production, this mis-named “ bye-law,”’ is the example 
of the best our Council, aided by all the highest 
legal talent at its disposal, is able to produce!! I 
almost think I could have done as well myself. 1 
should certainly have tried to insert some such clause 
as “in his professional capacity,’’ or words to that 
effect, which would have made the thing less ridicu- 
lous. 

The above clause would prevent veterinary sur- 
geons who made some discovery in veterinary life 
from venturing to advertise it. But the Registration 
Committee, advised by the College solicitor, has laid 
itdown that veterinary surgeons are quite free to 
advertise anything they like so long as they do not 
use the letters M.R.C.V.S., or the words “ veterinary 
surgeon.” Several veterinary surgeons are the heads 
of large patent medicine houses, and vend patent 
(or if you will, quack) medicine with the full know- 
ledge of the Council, which after exhaustively con- 
sidering their cases has admitted its inability to stop 
them. But this motion presupposes they can be 
stopped, which is absurd.—Q.E.D. 

Again, though the motion was formed by a legal 
authority, it does not prohibit ‘‘ a veterinary surgeon” 
(in the singular) doing any of these things; only two 
or more veterinary suryeons. Then the motion says— 


“Advertising by veterinary surgeons, or causing or per- 
mitting other to pr for them, bey 
.... editorial or other notice in the public press . . . 

amounts to conduct disgraceful, etc.” 

This was aimed at editorial “ puffs.” Now we 
have had several such cases. We have written to the 
editors and they have replied that they alone were 
responsible for the favourable remarks. We have 
again been advised by the solicitor that we could do 
nothing. To make sure on this point I asked the 
— if the Council had powers to force the mem- 

t complained of to take steps against a friendly 
— who consistently made such references to him, 
——— these references. The solicitor said we had 

— powers. So what is the value of that clause. 
cam man of the world knows that when a veterinary 

: — attaches himself to the staff of a newspaper 
= 4kes sure of the editor backing him up against 
= action of the Council. Otherwise he would 

et undertake the work. The clause can, therefore, 


of no servi : 
astute offen na against the worst, because the most 


he smell appears to suffer from the delusion 
wens Framing so-called bye-laws it can exceed the 
8iven it by Parliament. This is an error. 


The bye-laws are valid only in so far as ‘‘ they be not 
repugnant to these presents and the laws of this our 
realm.’’ The Council may froth over with fussy and 
ill-considered bye-laws, but offenders will calmly con- 
tinue the even tenour of their way secure in the 
knowledge that they are kecping within the Charters. 
Some day, after a long period of bye-law spinning, 
the Council will confidently attempt to enforce some 
of these productions, and if the offender be not 
a man of straw they may experience a very mauvais 
quart d’heure. 

The suggestions that this resolution should be 
passed “‘ as a warning,” and that all cases will, ‘‘ as 
hitherto, be judged on their merits’ are significant 
commentaries on the mental attitude of the Council. 
The statements mean that the resolution is to be a 
bogie to frighten the ignorant, but not to be acted on. 
We shall continue, as we have always done, to “judge 
each case on its merits.’”” A more undignified or a 
more illegal position it would be hard to imagine. 
Practically, it means ‘‘ It doesn’t matter what bye- 
laws we pass, we can interpret them afterwards as 
we think fit.” That argues badly for the unpopular 
man who is haled before the Registration Committee. 
The Council forgets that it must be just as much 
bound by its own bye-laws as the persons it judges, 
and it were fifty times better, both for the fair name 
of the Council and the interests of justice, that there 
should be no bye-laws at all than that the Council 
should make flesh of one and fowl of another. For 
these reasons | objected to the ‘‘bye-law”’ (sic). 
Needless to say it was promptly carried. 

Jno. A. W. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


VERMINOUS PHARYNGITIS CAUSED BY A NEw FILarta, 
Dispharagus Reticulatis, by Tokiswice or Tokio. 


An eight-year-old cavalry horse became ill on April 
6th. He had bad appetite, nasal discharge and pain- 
ful cough. The horse could neither chew nor swal- 
low, saliva continually flowed from the mouth. The 
left side of the tongue had lost sensation and ap- 
peared considerably the thinner. The nasal discharge 
smelt badly, and the horse lost fifty pounds in weight 
from April to May. On section on the left side of 
the root of the tongue and on the lower edge of the 
jaw there was a swelling of a carcinomatons-like 
nature. The swelling was lobulated and the lobules 
varied in size from a pea to an apple, and on section 
these lobules took the form of fungoid growths em- 
bedded in a firm, fibrous network. When placed in 
water these growths discharged a milky sap in which 
small nematodes and their eggs could be seen. These 
parasites were collected in heaps throughout the 
swelling. They were extremely small and fragile, 
so that they had to be considerably magnified for 
examination. It may be noticed that the parasites 
were mature, and that the oesophagus was divided, 
and from the state of the worms there these were 
held to be embryomic. Tokishige, chiefly considering 
the age of the worms in the cesophagus, thinks them a 
species of dispharagus dugardin, and calls them dis- 


| 

| 

— | | 


The specimen was then passed round for inspection. 
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pharagus reticulatis. He believes that the worms 
penetrate into the glands of the mucous membrane 
and there increase and multiply.— Berliner Thierdrat 
Woch. G. M. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


THE CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday 
night, 2nd inst., at the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
eons, 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. Mr. J. Sutcliffe 
Harsdelt the president, occupied the chair. There were 
resent: Messrs. Butters, Rowe, Slocock, Singleton, 
Sistine Samson, MacCormack, Perryman, Savournin, 
Upton, Prof. Macqueen, Porch, Barrett, Walpole, Clapp, 
Wolsey, Reeke, Simpson, Harrison, Nye, Hagmaier, 
Payne, Major Nunn, Colonel Rayment, Major Ph#lips, 
Rogerson, Dowell, Carrolland Brown. Visitors : Messrs. 
Coulson, Barrett and Smith. 
The minutes of preceding ordins«ry meeting were taken 
as read. 
Letters and telegrams of regret at inability to attend 
were read from Mr. W. E. Taylor, Mr. Flook, Mr. A. 
Prudames, and Mr. Wheatley, of Reading. 


ELECTIONS AND NOMINATIONS. 


Veterinary-Lieut. H. M. Durrant, A.V.D.; Veterin- 
ary-Capt. F. B. Drage, Royal Horse Guards, and Mr. 
Percy W. Smith were nominated for election as Fellows 
of the Society. 

The following gentlemen, nominated at the previous 
meeting, were unanimously elected Fellows of the 
Society: Mr. E. L. Stroud, and Vet.-Lieut.-Col. G. J. R. 
Rayment. 

Notice oF Mortron. 


Mr. Upton gave notice of motion ve “ Unqualified 
Castrators.” 
SPECIMEN. 


Mr. SaMson (producing the intestines of a dog) said : 
“This is a somewhat peculiar case, to me at any rate, I 
do not remember having come across a similar one be- 
fore. It was a half-bred Yorkshire terrier, about four 
years old, and has been under my observation since a 
pup. It had distemper about six months ago, but from 
that time until just recently nothing ailed him. About 
three weeks ago I had notice that the dog was very un- 
well. When I first saw the animal he appeared indisposed, 
was Cff his appetite, and so on. His temperature was 
normal. After careful examination I could not find 
anything the matter with him. I gave him a little 
aperient medicine, but still the dog did not feed, and 
after about 14 days he died from exhaustion. During 
the interval between the time I saw him and his death 
he vomited considerably, in fact could keep nothing 
down. Once when examining him I pressed his left 
side and the animal shrieked—I felt the place again and 
there goer) to be a swelling of some sort, but what 
it was I could not determine. I could not tell whether 
it was inside or outside the intestines. In the meantime 
the animal was brought to my place and died during the 
night. A post-mortem was made, and from superficial 
observation I should certainly think it was suffering from 
tuberculosis. The intestines were all drawn up and the 
mesentery strung together. The liver was studded with 
deposits, and it was apparently a case of tuberculosis. 
Unless the affected parts were carefully examined under 
a microscope the exact pathology may be debateable.” 


“ OpERATION WoUNDS AND METHODS oF TREATMENT.” 
Discussion on Mr. FLook’s Paper. 


The CHairMAN after announcing that Mr. Flook was 
again unable to be present, owing to being unavoidably 
detained, called upon Mr. Porch to open the dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Porcu : I think that all veterinary surgeons will 
admit that antiseptic treatment is the proper treatment 
for wounds, however we may differ as to the proper 
method of treating pneumonia, azoturia, laminitis, ete. 
It is undoubtedly the best way unless you can insure the 
‘wounds being kept clean and well dressed, and to have 
them open so that you can see them. I have never had 
a wound heal by first intention, which I understand to 
mean that when you bind up a wound the divided 
muscle or skin unites at once, or almost at once. [have 
never been able to g2t that to come about—there has 
always been a certain amount of discharge. It is some 
time befure the divided portions will throw out granula- 
tions and unite. It is very difficult to get our patients 
into that state where you can assure asepsis being 
carried out. With medical men it is very different, as 
they have every appliance at hand, and can put their 
patients into a place with sheets over the door. I have 
seen surgeons operating on a fractured patella, where 
they have everything to hand, with three or four people 
waiting on them with instruments, using carbolic spray, 
etc. A veterinary surgeon when operating has not these 
facilities, but has to do the best he can in the circum- 
stances. I think precautions should be used when 
operating. ‘The operator should not work with his hands 
or instruments dirty, whether it be neurectomy, castra- 
tion or any other operation he is going to perform, an 
he should keep his instruments in some antiseptic solu- 
tion. Mr. Flook objected to sponges. Sodo I. I think 
there is no more ready vehicle for carrying septic matter 
into wounds. I man perhaps has to dress the wounds of 
several patients, he goes from one to the other using the 
same sponge, and probably disease is carried with the 
sponge. I now use tow in preference to a sponge, as 
after dressing the wound you can burn it. Moreover 
sponges are very difficult to clean and render aseptic. 
Mr. Flook mentioned that he did not use chemical 
astringents. Neither doI. I think nothing retards re- 
covery so much. If you use perchloride of iron for i- 
stance, it takes pechape three times as long for the 
wound to heal. If I wish to arrest hemorrhage I use 
pressure. Of course there are many antiseptics whic 
you might use. I formerly used carbolic acid, but have 
now discarded it. I frequently use perchloride of mer- 
cury, I get it in tablets and dissolve it in water, 1 
1000. An antiseptic which Mr. Flook did not mention, 
and which | have used extensively, is chinosol, ve 18 
similar I think in chemical form to iodoform. — 
proved a great success, and is certainly one of the 
dressings I have had. It is always difficult to rene 
the part on which we are going to operate aseptic, a” 
whatever care you take in this respect it is impossl0'¢ 2 
render all the parts of the bed upon which t 0 ed 
may be cast aseptic. Mr. Flook mentioned biniod! o 
mercury as a dressing. I have never tried it as a 
septic, although I hive done so as a counter-irriten ‘is 
intend to try it as an antiseptic and see whet 
better than perchloride of mercury. Lord ian po kit 
cyanide of mercury and zinc I have not tried. nearer 
behoves every veterinary surgeon to use the g ~ 
possible care in operating. It is quite clear to my oe 
that this antiseptic treatment is the only aha 
adopt. In nenten I — like to thank Mr. 
for bringing this matter before us. 

Mr. Urrox : I think in the treatment of wound 
great thing is to get a free opening. Of a practi: 
treatment is given effect to by town or coun vl fre- 


tioners. By the latter oil and turpentine 1s § 


rs 


he 


ti 


& 


if | | ql 
| 4 we 
he 
bt 
ii 
ha 
U 
at 
M 
pe 
th 
BR 
dc 
we 
4 
be 
tig M 
ti 
al 
to 
| 
Or 
al 
fit 
be 
4 re 
su 
m 
as 
fe 
| 


TMENT,.” 


ook was 
voidably 
the dis- 


ons will 
eatment 
proper 
itis, ete. 
sure the 
to have 
ver had 
to 
divided 
T have 
has 
is some 
ranula- 
vatients 
being 
rent, as 
it their 
I have 
where 
people 
“spray, 
these 
ircum- 
when 
hands 
castra- 
n, and 
solu- 
think 
natter 
nds of 
ug the 
th the 
we, as 
reover 
eptic. 
mical 
ds re- 
or in- 
r the 
[ use 
vhich 
have 
mer- 
, 1 to 
ition, 
ch 18 
t has 
best 
nder 
and 
le to 
imal 
le of 
anti- 


February 18, 1899 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 483 


quently used for the healing of wounds. When a wound 
js inflicted, haemorrhage ensues, and you will find the 
wound get coated over with a thick coagulum. Wounds 
heal by granulation and suppuration. Whether treat- 
ment of wounds by means of oil prevents micro-organ- 
isms from entering the wounds I would not like to say, 
but I don’t think anything answers much better. In 
operating upon parts in connection with the faschia of 
omee of shoulder I have seen some very bad re- 
sults. Sometimes you get a shaft run into the shoulder 
of a horse, and the place swells up considerably owing 
to the air passing through the connective tissue. As re- 
gards the treatment of dogs never put anything 
poisonous on them as it is a dog’s nature to lick itself. 
One of the best things to use is boracic acid and weak 
solution of permanganate of potash. 

Prof. MacquEEN: With 1egard to Mr. Upton’s re- 
marks I shou!d not like to teach young students that 
when a wound heals you should have suppuration. As 
a matter of fact it isjust the reverse, occasionally wounds 
heal by granulation. Then with regard to the animal 
which died suddenly and from which a sebaceous cyst 
had been removed, what really happened in Mr. 
Upton’s case is, that the wound was infected at the time 
he opened it, and the animal died, not from the cause he 
attributes, but from septic infection. 

Mr. SincLeTon : The advantages to be derived from 
Mr. Flook’s practical paper appears to be, firstly, the im- 
portance of using antiseptics, and secondly, the choice of 
the antiseptics to be employed. Mr. Flook mentions 
several, and gives the preference to carbolic acid and 
biniodide of mercury; he also mentions Lister’s 
double cyanide gauze as an antiseptic dressing for 
wounds. I can speak most highly of this gauze, having 
myself used it ever since it first came into the market. 
Moistened with two and a half per cent. carbolic acid 
lotion you can have nothing better, it forms an effective 
barrier to the entrance of micro-organisms into wounds. 
Mr. Flook mentions the use of sponges in surgical opera- 
tions, and he gives details for their preparation, but if I 
am not mistaken he omits to mention boiling. Contrary 
to Mr. Porch’s experience I like to use sponges in opera 
tions, and greatly prefer them to tow, but they must be 

roperly prepared, and boiling them is about the very 

st way to fit them for use. After procuring new 
Sponges from the chemist’s shop you soak them in 
ordinary tap water fur about three hours, changing the 
water several times, then squeeze them in carbolic lotion, 
and then boil them for twenty minutes, when they are 
fit for use. Sponges are slightly diminished in size by 
boiling, but this is of no consequence. The paper next 
refers to the micro-organisms with which the veterinary 
surgeon has to deal in his treatment of wounds, and 
mentions the streptococci and staphylococci which are 
associated with the aye process, which, instead of 
ing favourable to the healing process, is positively 
etrimental to it. These organisms are ubiquitous— 
ne ~ air, earth, and water ; pus producing, peptonising 
tien bene but, fortunately for us, sporeless, spore forma- 
which ine unknown in the micro-cocci. Pus is a fluid 
rs rh er not coagulate although the principle cellular 
It contains are white blood corpuscles, and this 
which 4n important point in physiological chemistry 
hg toconfirm the observations of the late Dr. 
that a who, when working at blood, considered 
in — ation was due, not to the white blood corpus- 
wp Was always held, but to the plasma, in fact that 
the — contained all the fibrin factors. I think 
es nks of this Society are due to Mr. Flook for his 


it. Samson : I quite agree with Prof. Macqueen, my 

is that an animal never died cause 
“toned by Mr. Upton alone. I have seen bullocks 
on aceo punctured wounds, and considerable swelling 
Unt of same, but nothing serious arose. I agree 


with Mr. Porch that veterinary surgeons are not always 
in a position to apply the measures suggested by Mr. 
Flook in his paper, but that we have to make the best 
of our circumstances. As to wounds healing by first in- 
tention I do not think I have ever had one do so in my 
life. I think sponges a nuisance. Of course it would 
be all right if you could use a separate sponge for every 
operation, but the public won’t pay for that. Cottor 
waste is quite as useful as tow, and has the advantage of 
being cheaper. 

On the motion of Mr. Dowell a hearty vote of thanks 
was accorded Mr. Flook for his excellent paper. 


THE SALE OF HORSES CONSIDERED FROM 
A LEGAL STANDPOINT. 
By W. F. Barrett, M.R.C.V.S., Barrister-at-law. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I am afraid the sub- 
ject which I have chosen to address you upon this even- 
ing, viz., “The Sale of Horses Considered from a Legal 
Standpoint,” is not one which is likely to interest you as 
greatly as 1 could desire, inasmuch as you are engaged 
almost entirely in the relief of pain and suffering in the 
lower animals, and are necessarily therefore more 
desirious of listening to pathological discussions than to 
questions of a legal nature, and yet I presume to express 
the faint hope that there are questions at law in regard 
to the sale of horses which, if understood, may be of 
occasional service to you, and enable you when your 
clients are in difficulty to render such advice as will be 
highly appreciated by them, and which will at any rate 
augment the confidence which they are, in an increasing 
manner, disposed to repose in you. I assure you the law 
of sales generally is not easily comprehended, and there- 
fore let me at once say that my paper doves not pretend 
to be a complete exposition of the law on this subject, 
indeed I should require to address you many times and 
should weary you beyond measure in the attempt. I wish 
preferably in language free from technicalities to give 
you a few practical hints for your guidance without bur- 
dening you with judicial or statutory details. 

Let us assume for the purposes of my address that a 
horse dispute has arisen, and that you have been con- 
sulted in your professional capacity on the question of 
soundness. Often, especially in the country, your client 
appeals to you for further assistance. He is likely to 
submit to you one or more of the following 
questions :—- 

(a) Have I really bought the horse, or is he still on 

trial and can I return him ? 

(b) Was he sold with a warranty / 

(c) Was the warranty true or false ? 

(d) Has the period of warranty expired ? 

(e) Has he answered the terms of the warranty ? 

(f) If the owner refuses to take him back what course 

should I pursue ? 

These are the chief points I wish briefly to elucidate 
this evening. 


Have I really Bought the horse, or is he still on trial 
and can I return him. 


he first point you have to determine is—Has there 
been an absolute or merely a conditional sale? If an 
absolute one you cannot return the animal, your remedy 
is an action for damages ; if a conditional one you may 
return in pursuance of those conditions, but not in con- 
travention of them. I shall only trouble you with one 
definition of sale, and that is from the pen of Blackstone. 
He says a sale is a “transmutation of property from one 
man to another in consideration of some price,” that is 
to say the property must change hands, not only in re- 
spect to possession, but in regard to ownership as well. 
If a man lend you a horse the possession is in you, but 
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the ownership is in the lender, and hence there is no sale. 
A eaudidicasl eas is one to which certain conditions are 
attached. 

I hope [ shall not weary -you if I ask you to carefully 
follow me through one section of a most important 
enactment, viz., the statute of frauds passed in the 29th 
year of the reign of Charles II. which is still in force, 
and now embodied in the 4th section of the Sale of Goods 


not asserting a fact. Under such a sale the buyer must 
rely upon his own judgment, or consult his veterin 
adviser, and should a mistake be made by either of them 
the buyer must suffer the consequences. Perhaps in 
this connection I ought very briefly to touch upon the 
maxim of Caveat emptor. 

You know in all sales the buyer, unless relying upon 
the warranty of the vendor and hence not making an 


Act, 1893, and which largely govern the law on the sale | examination on his own behalf, is justified and indeed 


of 
The 17th section alone practically concerns us to-night, 
and briefly it is this-—* No contract for the sale of goods 


required to use ordinary care and diligence in the matter 
of purchase, for in the absence of such care the law holds 
him not to be entitled to relief. If, therefore, an intend- 


of the value of £10 and upwards shall be good unless the | ing purchaser examines for himself a horse which is 
buyer accept and receive part of the goods so sold, or | warranted sound, and buys an animal with one ear only, 


give something by way of earnest or part payment, or 
some note or memorandum in writing.” Therefore in 
the absence of any stipulation as to time, if the buyer 
has accepted and received the horse there is a sale, if he 
has partly paid for it there is a sale, if he has not accep- 
ted nor paid for it, nor given a note of purchase signed 
by himself, then if the value is £10 and over there is no 
sale and you can advise your client accordingly. If the 
horse is of less value than £10 the contract may be a 
verbal one, for remember the Statute of Fraud$ only 
applies to sales of the value of ten pounds and upwards. 
Forbear with me if I give you an illustration in case you 
have not followed me, for it is not easy. A says to B I 
will give you £20 tor your horse, B replies very well I 
accept your offer, and will send him to your house to- 
morrow. A, before or at time of delivery, may repudiate 
the bargain by letter or telegram, may refuse to accept 
the horse if delivered, for the Statute of Frauds says 
there is no sale. In this case B cannot sue A. If the 
price were £9 19s. 11d. instead of £20, and if B had a 
witness to the conversation A would have to pay. B 
would require a witness, otherwise there would be oath 
against oath, in which case I am afraid the horse dealer 
would not have credence attached tohisstory. The next 
question is :— 


Was he Sold with a Warranty? 


In order that this point may be clear it is necessary 
you should understand what a warranty is, and distin- 
guish between warranty and representation. I feel I 
must trouble you with a definition of each. Warranty 
may be defined to be an unconditional undertaking that 
a horse or any article really is what the warrantor pro- 
JSesses it to be, whereas a representation 7s a statement or 
assertion made by one purty to the other before or at the 


| 


or without a tail, and had failed to observe the defect, 
he cannot escape his bargain, but must suffer for the 
consequences of his own acts, and hence one may profit- 
ably assert a well known legal rule that « warranty does 
not extend to apparent defects. In the absence then of an 
assertion of a fact verbally or in writing, there is no 
warranty, and the seller has no remedy for any loss he 
may have sustained. 

A case of this kind often arises, a person attendsa 
repository the day before the sale with a view of examin- 
ing any horse that he deems may suit him, and during 
the progress of the examination is accosted by the seller 
who says, I assure you he is perfectly sound and you 
have nothing to look for or be afraid of. In these cases 
it has been held that no private warranty was given, and 
that the conditions of purchase are those contained in 
the catalogue of sale, in other words the representations 
of the seller are deemed not to have altered or in any 
way varied the written conditions, for the purchase has 
been effected at the hammer, and is subject to the 
regulations and conditions applying at the instant of 
sale. 

It is almost unnecessary to remind you that if your 
advice is sought as to the nature of the warranty to be 
obtained befure sale you will advise that, if possible, the 
same be reduced into writing, and further you may ) 
interested to know that a warranty subsequent to sale 1s 
bad, for there is no fresh consideration to support the 
subsequent promise, and all obligations must be attended 
with a valuable consideration. 


Was the Warranty True or False? 


In this conn2ection it is essential you should carefully 
consider the scope and purport of the warranty, many 
warranties are in their nature limited, whilst uthers are 


time of the sale of some matter or circumstance relating comprehensive, in which latter case the warrantor gives 


toit. It is very important you should clearly appreciate 
the difference, because if there is a breach of warranty 
the buyer has certain remedies at law, he may at his dis- 
cretion return the horse or sue for damages, whereas in 


warranty, he has no redress but must accept and pay for 
the horse, even though such representation is false, un- 
less he can clearly show that it was fraudulently made 
with the intention of deceiving, which is often a very 
difficult matter indeed. 

You may usually determine the difference in this way. 
If the seller assert as a fact that a horse is a certain age 
or has been trained to particular work, that isa warranty 
if he merely gives an opinion or judgment upon a matter 
of which nh seller has no special knowledge, and on 
which the buyer may also be expected to have an opinion 
and to exercise his judgment, that is a representation I 
will give you two illustrations: A sells a ete to B for | 
£30 and says I sell my horse as six years old and as | 
having been regularly hunted, here undoubtedly there is 
a = warranty as to age and qualification, but if the 
seller says J thint he is six years old, and I understand 
he has been regularly hunted with the Leicester hounds, 


an undertaking that the horse is free from any de 
which is ordinarily regarded as an unsoundness. , ie 
terms of the warranty, therefore, should be carefully 


_read and comprehended, otherwise the adviser will fa 
the case of a representation not amounting to an actual | into errors and mislead his client. 


In the case of a 
limited warranty, defects which are not compris 
therein cannot be set up in breach of warranty, @! 
hence an animal warranted in wind and eyes may " 
lame, or present other defects which the buyer on 
rely upon ; again, many horses are warranted rae 
lameness by fraudulent dealers who well know tha ~ 
animals are suffering from organic maladies. This 
tion opens up the important question of fraud, inas “i 
as any contract may be set aside on the ground 0 aper 
You will remember that in the earlier te of * a 
I asked you carefully to note the difference | aad 
representation and warranty, and in dealing wit ale 
I have to ask you to perceive the difference eee ke 
representation and fraud. Fraud may be de aera,” 
mis-statement made knowingly with intent ng fradu- 
whereas a misrepresentation may be innocent "of his 
lent according as the assertor is ignorant or ingly 
false statement. If the mis-statement has been XD 


it is a mere representation not amounting to a warranty, 
for in this latter case A is merely expressing an opinion 


may 
uttered with the view of effecting a sale the horse rod 
be returned, and the buyer will be entitled to reco 
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any loss he may have sustained, whereas if the seller 
acted innocently, then however much the buyer may 
have been misled he has no remedy. 

It is to be borne in mind, however, that persons who 
misrepresent horses mostly do so knowingly, and the 
court will lean to this view of the case, especially if the 
warranty has proceeded from a horse dealer, who by 
reason of his occupation will be deemed to be conversant 
with the ordinary equine defects. It has recently been 
decided that if A send a horse to a repository and adver- 
tise it as his own, whereas in fact it belongs to B, then 
the buyer has nght of action against A by reason of his 
misrepresentation, or may rescind the contract at his 
electicn. 

I dispose of this question now by remarking that if the 
warranty be true, under no circumstances can the horse 
be returned ; if it be false ask yourself before advising 
whether the seller knew it was so, if he did then there is 
. — of warranty, if he did not your client must suffer 

loss. 


Has the period of Warranty expired. 


In dealing with this question you must remember that 
sales of horses are effected in many ways, and it is not 
infrequent that horses are sold with warranties varying 
greatly in point of time. 

We may first of all consider those sales that are conduc- 
ted at our well-known London horse repositories. I do not 
purpose reading those conditions of sale to you, because 
many you are just as familiar with them as pd What 
I wish to point out is that there is invariably a time 
limit, within which the animal must be returned if he is 
deemed not to comply with the warranty, and the re- 
turns must be accompanied with a veterinary surgeon’s 
certificate. There are cases, however, in which it may 
be impossible to return the animal, he may be taken 
seriously ill on being removed from the repositry, or in 
consequence of severe work may fall suddenly lame. 
What is the duty of the purchaser under these circum- 
stances? Judicial decisions are almost silent on this 
branch of the law. Clearly it would be incumbent on 
the buyer to take some steps before the period of war- 
ranty had expired, and I think it would be his duty to 
inform the auctioneer of the condition of the animal, of 
his inability to return the horse, or submit him to the 
Proper test; notifying further that he had called in 
Veterinary aid, and claiming that the warranty at any 
rate had not been fulfilled. The seller in this case would 

nan awkward position, and I do not see how he 
could succeed unless he were able to show that such 
resulting illness or lameness were due to improper treat- 
ment. Considering how common these cases are, one is 
<‘urprised to find how few cases are contested, it, no doubt 

ords splendid evidence of the wisdom with which 
mhany disputes are arranged ; for although lawyers pre- 
re ite fight it is sometimes lamentable to witness the 
follow legal It will be a good 
wand when our legal methods are still further 
cheaply , and when cases can be fought out quickly and 
. observations which I have made in regard to horse 

os ry sales also apply to private warranties where 

a ee 4 time limit, and in these cases also the animal 

“te returned before the xpiration of the period fixed. 
mate cases in which a warranty is given without any 
in returnin to time, Here the buyer would be justified 

iecone Ing the animal within a reasonable time of the 
on Hi of the unsoundness, provided, of course, he 
at the tite open to show that the unsoundness existed 

don _ sale. The longer the period that is allowed 
hence the © greater the difficulty would become, and 

k the ai orse buyer should at the earliest opportunity 

a aid of his veterinary surgeon, in order that any 

oubtful point may be 

very -of » ay be set at rest. In cases where after 
unsoundness the owners have neglected to 


notify the same or return the animal the Courts have 
refused to give relief, owing to the tactics of the pur- 
chaser. 

I especially wish to draw your attention to an impor- 
tant decision which was given in the High Court in 1865, 
it is still good law not having, as far as I know, been 
upset. It was the case of Chapman v. Gyther, the seller 
of the horse signed the following warranty :— 

“ June 5th, 1865, Mr. C. bought of G. G. a bay horse 
for ninety pounds, warranted sound.” Warranted sound 
for one month.—G.G. 

The nice point arose whether this was a warranty of 
soundness at the time of sale, and a further warranty 
for one month. ‘The Court of Queen’s Bench held that 
the latter words limited the duration of the warranty, 
and meant that the warranty was to continue for one 
month only, and that the complaint of unsoundness must 
therefore be made by the purchaser within one month of 
the sale. The buyer was, therefore, the loser by the inser- 
tion of the qualifying words, as otherwise complaint 
might have been made within a reasonable time of the 
discovery of the defect. Qualifying words, therefore, 
succeeding general words are deemed to limit them, and 
a upon the purchaser the obligation of returning the 

orse within the qualifying period. I wish to repeat 
before leaving this branch of the subject that a warranty 
given subsequent to purchase is bad. It is a device 
which is often practised by shady horse dealers in the 
expectation and hope that the anxious client will be 
satistied, whereas he is in no way benefitted, indeed it may 
be said that he is in a worse position, as he is often in- 
duced to sue upon the useless warranty ; only to discover, 
when it is too late, that he has been mulcted in heavy 
law costs, besides suffering the chagrin of defeat. 


. Has he answered the terms of the Warranty. 


With regard to this question, it is one of importance 
to yourselves, inasmuch as you are essentially called upon 
to decide the poirt in so far as the professional aspect 
is concerned. I am not going to inflict upon you a 
lengthy lecture as to what is, or is not, unsoundness. That 
is not comprised within my subject, you are as familiar 
with this branch of the law as | am, and hence I propose 
mere’y treating of the word “sound.” 

Baron Parke, one of our most eminent deceased judges, 
said, “ I have always considered that a man who buys a 
“horse, warranted sound, must be taken as buying him for 
“immediate use, and has a right to expect one capable of 
“that use, and of immediately being put to any fair work 
“the owner chooses. The rule as to unsoundness 
“is, that if at the time of the sale the horse has any dis- 
“ease which either does diminish the natural usefulness 
“of the animal, so as to make him less capable of work 
“of any description, or which in its ordinary progress 
“ will diminish the natural usefulness of the animal, or 
“if the horse has, either from disease or accident, under- 
“gone any alteration of structure, that either does actu- 
“ally does at the time, or in its ordinary effects will, 
“diminish the natural usefulness of the horse, such 
“ horse is unsound.” 

The effect of this is that any defect existing'at the time 
of sale, and subsequently interfering with his ordinary 
powers of work constitutes an unsoundness. A cough 
present at the time of purchase may ae into pneu- 
monia, or a splint may favour the onset of subsequent 
ostitis, these, under such circumstances, would afford a 
good ground of action for breach of warranty, in the 
event of a warranty having been given. Coleridge, J. 
in a case left it to the jury to say whether the animal 
had upon him a disease calculated permanently to render 
him unfit for use, but this direction has been much ques- 
tioned, and in one case has been overruled. | 

It is sufficient if the defect, even temporarily, renders 
the horse unfit for use, it is going too far to say that it 
must be permanent. 


199 
99 
r must | | 
rin | 
| 
aps in | | 
on the | | 
upon | | | 
ing an | 
indeed ) | 
natter | 
holds | 
ntend- 
ich is | 
only, | 
lefect, | | 
yr the | | 
profit- 
y does | | 
of an 
is no | 
os he | 
nds a | | 
amin- 
luring 
seller | | | 
d you | | 
= | || 
n, and || 
ved in 
ations | | 
n any | 
e has 
the | 
unt of 

"your | 
to be | | 
e, the | 
ay be | | 
sale is 
t the 
anded | 
efully 
many | 
rs are | | 
gives | 
lefect 

The | 
fully 
1 fall | 
of a | 
prised | 
aud | | 
y be 
yunot | 

from | 
t the | 
| 
much | 
raud. | 
paper | 
ween | 
fraud | 

mis | 
“a 
sive,” 
radu- | 
f his 
ingly 

may 
over 


486 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 18, 1899 


Mere badness of shape, which really produces unsound- | the return of a horse because it did not comply with the 


ness, is not unsoundness if the disease did not exist at 
the time of sale. Congenital defect, on the other hand, 
is an unsuvundness if the horse is thereby rendered less 
than reasonably fit for present use. The plaintiff in one 
case was held entitled to recover, in which the horse 
— undue convexity of the cornea was addicted to 
shying. 

might mention here that the servant of a horse- 
dealer is impliedly authorised to warrant a horse, whereas 
the servant of a person who is not engaged in buying 
and selling horses, has no such authority, and cannot do 
so unless specially authorised by his master. 


If the owner refuses to take the horse back, assuming 
of course that the warranty fails, what remedies 
are open to the buyer. 


The buyer must first notify to the seller that the horse 
is unsound, and that he is about to return him, and let 
me add that this should always be done immediately the 
unsoundness is discovered. He may then proceed to 
return the animal. If the vendor refuses to accgpt, the 
better plan is to cause the horse to be sold at a suitable 
repository, taking care to inform the vendor of your 
decision, and have the sale reasonably announced. The 
Eanes has then a right of action for the difference 

tween the buying and selling price, together with cost 
of sale and other reasonable expenses that he may have 
been put to. Or the purchaser may elect to place the 
horse at livery, notifying the owner, and sue for the price 

id. This course is not apap to be recommended, 
stl if the buyer should fail to establish his case he 
will have to pay all livery and other expenses. If the 
difference in dispute is not above £50 the action must be 
commenced in the County Court, and may be the same 
court by consent of both parties in writing if the amount 
does not exceed £100. In all other cases the action must 
be commenced in the Queen’s Bench Division of the 
High Court. 

Gentlemen, I desire to thank you for the patience with 
which you have listened to this dry address. [ have 
endeavoured to make it as interesting as possible. It is 
not easy, however, to clothe legal doctrines in pleasant 
language. I am afraid a motive, not altogether unselfish 
prompted me in the choice of my subject. I refer, of 
course, to my desire to master this branch of law. 
trust, however, I may have conveyed some little useful 
information to you, and that you will endeavour to raise 
a discussion upon my paper. Has not the time come 
when you may with advantage know something of the 
rudiments of horse law, and be able in times of doubt 
and difficulty to offer some advice which will on the spur 
of the moment, at any rate, aid your client and increase 
his confidence in you. 


Discussion. 


The CHAIRMAN: We have all listened with great 
interest to Mr. Barrett’s paper, and far from thinking it 
dry must congratulate ourselves on having a member of 
this Society who can bring a subject of this character be- 
fore us in such a clear and interesting manner. 

Major Nunn: Asa fellow member of the legal pro- 
fession I must congratulate Mr. Barrett for putting an 
exceedingly technical subject in such acceptable lan- 

uage. There are one or two things I should like to say. 

he first is, and it seems somewhat of a paradox, that 
there is really no law regarding the sale of horses. 
Horses are not like human beings. The latter have both 
rights and liabilities attached to them. Everyone has a 
right to liberty, but no one has liberty to inflict a wound 
upon another. But horses are different. The sale of 
horses is looked upon like the sale of merchandise—a 
truss of straw, or a pound of tea. As far as [ know 
there are only two special statutes relating to the sale of 


horses, and they are very old ones, both refer to the sale | 


of goods in a public place. Mr. Barrett mentioned about 


conditions of sale, and that it must be returned if up. 
sound, and be accompanied by a veterinary surgeon's 
certificate. There was a case the other day in court, 
The horse did not comply with the conditions of sale, 
and was returned within the stated time, but the veter- 
inary certificate was sent by post and did not arrive 
until the morning of the following day, and it was held 
that the purchaser consequently had no claim upon the 
dealer, and must keep to his bargain. There is an idea 
that ifa dealer gives you the “refusal” of a horse, as it 
is called, it is binding upon him, but this is not so, A 
case of this kind (but not with regard to a horse) was 
decided the other day. The defendant gave the plaintiff 
a memo in writing “I hereby agree to sell to Mr. George 
—— the whole dwelling house, etc., for the sum of £-. 
As witness my band, this tenth day of ——. This offer 
to be left open until Tuesday next. 

The defendant in the meantime sold the house (pre- 
sumably getting a better offer), and it was held that he 
was quite within his rights, as no consideration had been 
given by the plaintiff. 

Mr. Samson : I must thank Mr. Barrett for his admir- 
able paper. I should like to ask him what “soundness” 
is. When a horse is warranted “sound” what does it 
mean? I take it that soundness means “ perfect in every 
respect.” With regard to the sale of horses, I take it 

ou buy it on the representation made. The dealer says 
it has a splint and warrants the horse to you for six 
months, and you buy it on that condition. I think the 
best thing to do is to get a warranty in — 

Mr. Rogerson : I am much obliged to Mr. Barrett for 
his practical paper which has a good deal of matter In 
it, and will give plenty of scope for discussion. I shou! 
like to question him with regard to advertising horses 
The Field, or similar papers—do tke conditions usual to 
auction sales apply in such cases? I came across a case 
in the country last summer. A friend of mine insert 
the following advertisement in The Field :—A_ Brown 
Gelding, 5 years old, a fine mover, quiet to drive an 
ride, price 80 guineas. Ina few days she got a letter 
from a gentleman who had noticed the advertisement 
and would like to see the horse. The gentleman one 
— came over, saw the animal, had it “o 

riven, etc. and then offered £50 for it, which the lady 
would not accept. Shortly afterwards he wrote offering 
£60—the lady consulted me and I advised her to accept 
Accordingly the bargain was struck. The arrangemen 
was that the lady should deliver the horse at @ ent 
about ten miles distant, where the gentleman woW 
and hand over the cheque. - 
was done, and after trotting the horse up aN ois 
the market place, the gentleman handed over thec ae 
The next day he had the horse examined by a ¥ 
unsoundness. 


The gentleman thereupon wrote informing the lady al 


open, he promply put the anima! 1n. 3 
‘the ‘hove, and the £10 
forwarded. y object in mentioning = Jy to 
Mr. Barrett whether the conditions whic yo of 
ublic auctions would not also apply 1, id of Horse 
horses the medium of Zhe 
a ound, interest 
Mr. Stocock I have listened with much 
to Mr. Barrett’s paper. As regards the | if an auc: 
at auctions, I have never been told tha bidder it is 
tioneer knock down a horse to the highest 7 animal. 
on sale except the highest bidder accepts 
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If you bid fifty guineas, and the auctioneer knocks 
down the horse to you you may refuse it. I was told 
this by an auctioneer. The other day I was at the 
Agricultural Hall, and had a commission to buy a cheap 
stallion. A horse came out which I had looked over, 
but the price I was afraid would be beyond me. I was 
keeping my eye on him, however. I happened to ve at 
the other end of the yard at the time. I heard the auc- 
tioneer say what I thought was £44, so I put up my 
stick, but found it was £144. Of course, I declined to 
tuke the horse, but the auctioneer said it was my bid 
and I must take the horse. During the day I bought 
another horse and paid for same, but not for the first 
one. Nothing further has been done in the matter so 


ar. 

With regard to warranty, I once sold a good pony 
which I could not keep sound. She was quiet to ride 
and drive, and I sold her as such. To my disgust the 
auctioneer said, “I sell her as sound,” although she was 
lame at the time. One of my own friends bought her. 
He took her out, put her in harness, and of course found 
her lame. I had to explain that the auctioneer had gone 
beyond his instructions. With regard to horses not ful- 
filling conditions of sale, but which are too ill to be 
returned within the stipulated time, I think there is a 
clause in the auctioneer’s conditions to the effect that if 
the horse is incapable of being returned a certificate 
from a veterinary surgeon will be accepted. 

The CoarrMAN : It has to be confirmed by the reposi- 
tory’s veterinary surgeon. 

Mr. Stocock (continuing): As regards soundness, I 
take it that a warranty means that a horse is free from 
disease likely to interfere with his utility for the purpose 
for which he is required. 

The CHarrMan: I must call your attention to 
the fact that the hour at which we usually adjourn 
has now arrived. Should you wish to continue the 
meeting, however, it is quite open for you to do so. 
I take the feeling of the meeting on the subject. 

On the motion of Professor MACQUEEN, seconded by 
Major Phillips, the further discussion of Mr. Barrett's 
paper was adjourned until the next meeting. 

he CHarrMAN: It is with much regret that I have 
to announce the death (since our last meeting) of Mr. 
— who was a Fellow of this society for some 
Mr. Porcu : I beg to propose that a letter of condo- 
ence with his relatives be sent from this society. M1. 
lcOnie was known to me personally, and I am grieved 
to hear of his death. 

Seconded by Mr. RoGERson, and carried unanimously. 
his terminated the proceedings. 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


| Pha —_ ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
che at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Rix occupied the 
WRC here were present Mr. J. B. Walker, 
(hon. sec.), Mr. H. A. Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., 
and one visitor. 

tide Pe business having been transacted, Mr. Gar- 
Was a ca he essay on “ Pathological Shoeing.” This 
delivered ; ully pre ared, well thought out, and clearly 
and its author well merited the ovation 
at its close. 

OODRUFF, in a master! ed the dis- 
¢ , y manner, open e dis 
fon Mr. Po es essay on “The Readies Points and 


h 
€ usual votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman 
© meeting to a close. 


The 268th ordinary general meeting was held on Fri- 
day, 10th February, Mr. Brodie occupied the chair. 
There were present Prof. Hobday (president), Mr. H. A. 
Woodruff, M.R.C.V.S., Mr. Peacey, M.R.C.V.S., 41 
members and one visitor (Mr. Oliver, M.R.C.V.S.) 

The minutes of last meeting having been read and 
signed, the President introduced some interesting patho- 
logical specimens, kindly sent for the benefit of the 
Association by Mr. J. Young, F.R.C.V.S., Braintree, 
Essex, and Mr. R. J. G. Voisin, M.R.C.V.S., Jersey. 

Mr. McILvEeNnNa then proposed “That the ordinary 
weekly meetings of the Association be continued during 
the summer term.” This was seconded by Mr. Robb, 
a to the meeting and carried by a majority of eleven. 

wenty-four gentlemen voted for, and thirteen against it. 
The next ordinary meeting of the Association, on the 17th 
inst. was, on the motion of Mr. Peacey, seconded by Mr. 
Tapley, postponed owing to that date being the one fixed 
for holding the College smoking concert. 

Mr. ALLEN then brought before the meeting a subject 
which gained, and rightly sv, the approval of every mem- 
ber present, viz., the suggestion that « students paper, 
to be issued monthly, and to be called he Veterinary 
Student, be inaugurated. The idea was heartily taken 
up by all present, and the motion, proposed by the Presi- 
dent, and seconded by Mr. Rix, “That the firm support 
of the meeting, financially and otherwise, be given to the 
gentlemen who had voluntarily undertaken the object in 
view ” was passed by acelamation. 

Mr. Roperts then read an essay upon “Some 
Diseases of the Eye,” and in doing so atforded a delight- 
ful and instructive half-hour to an attentive and appre- 
ciative audience. 

Mr. Peppre then opened the discussion upon Mr. Gar- 
side’s essay “ Pathological Shoeing,” read at the previous 
meeting, and in this, which was both animated and well 
sustained, the following gentlemen took part: Messrs. 
Tapley, Mcllvenna, Allen, Poles, Woodruff, Roberts, 
Peacey and Brodie Votes of thanks to Mr. Garside 
and to the Chairman brought the proceedings to a close. 

J. uM. TATE, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ExTRACT FROM A REPORT OF A SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
British ASSOCIATION ON TUBERCULOSIS. 


The Subcommittee was appointed on October 12th, 
1898, to consider “what steps should be taken to pre- 
vent the spread of tuberculusis in animals and man, and 
to report to the Parliamentary Bills Committee at its 
next meeting.” 

GENERAL SANITATION. 


It is imperative that all sanitary authorities should put 
in force the manifold powers which they now possess for 
improving the public health, and especially in the 
direction of providing better ventilation and access of 
light in all dwellings and workshops and in all places of 
public assembly. The clearance of crowded sites and 
the reconstruction of insanitary house property under 
powers already possessed by local authorities is a matter 
of great importance in connection with the prevention 
of the spread of tuberculosis. It is also the duty of 
local sanitary authorities, through their medical officers 
of health, to assist in educating public opinion by the 
diffusion of leaflets and notices, pointing out the best 
means for limiting the spread of tuberculosis. This has 
been done in many instances. 


ConTROL OF THE MILK SUPPLY. 


Sanitary authorities should possess adequate means 
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tor the systematic pathological examination of the milk 
——— by retail or by contract in the district, whether 
it be produced within or without the district. 

Urban authorities ought to have power to examine, or 
cause to be examined, cows, the milk of which is sold 
within their boundaries, wherever those cows may be, 
and should have the right t» prohibit the sale of milk 
from any cow which is suffering from tuberculosis, or 
any disease which may render the use of such milk 
dangerous or injurious to health. The air space allowed 
in cowsheds should be fixed by order under the Con- 
tagious Diseases sage Act, regard being had to 
difference of locality (for example between city and 
country), climate, breed of cattle, ventilation, heating, 

The Committee suggest that 800 cubic feet per cow 
should be accepted as a standard requirement. The 
powers of local authorities for the systematic inspection 
of dairies and cowsheds should be extended so as to 
permit the examination of all cowsheds and dairies from 
which milk is sent into their districts, whether such 
dairies and cowsheds are situated within or without their 
district. 

Powers of inspection are possessed by Glasgow t under 
a local Act. The Glasgow clauses are given in Appendix 
1. Manchester, Salford, and Leeds propose to insert 
clauses giving similar powers in local Bills, and the Com- 
mittee strongly recommend that similar facilities should 
be given to other authorities to obtain similar powers, in 
view of the very high mortality from tuberculosis in 
childhood. Otherwise Sections Lx and Lx1 of the Public 
Health (Scotland) Act, 1897, should be made applica- 
ble to the rest of the United Kingdom. 


TUBERCLE-FREE MILK AND MEAT. 


The infection of tuberculosis in milk can be destroyed 
by boiling or sterilisation, but since milk can be ob- 
tained free from tuberculous infection, if the cows which 
yield it are ascertained to be free from tuberculosis by 
the tuberculin test, it appears to be undesirable to relieve 
wholesale and retail vendors of their responsibility in 
this regard by recommending the boiling of milk as 
the only necessary safeguard. This precaution would 
not obviate the risk of infection of and from other 
cows, nor from tuberculous material scattered about 
the byres by the cattle therein enclosed, and no one 
can make sure that the precaution is adequately carried 
out. 

The Committee are further of opinion that the addition 
of preservatives such as boric acid, formalin, etc., to 
milk by the vendors, whether wholesale or retail, should 
be entirely prohibited. Such substances are apt to be 
used to cover fraud ;-for example, the admixture with 
fresh milk of stale or separated milk. They do not 
render the milk sterile, and their habitual consumption 
is not in itself free from injurious effects on the in- 
dividual. 

The danger of the dissemination of tuberculosis by 
the use of meat from infected animals is much less than 
in the case of milk ; but it undoubtedly exists, and can 
be effectually obviated only by inspection of the car- 
cases of all animals slaughtered for use as food. This 
can be most efficiently carried ont in public slaughter- 
houses, and in the conclusions to this report certain 
recommendations are made on this head (3. A.) The 
inspection of meat should include the compulsory ex- 
amination of all imported meat. 

Experience shows that milk from non-tuberculous cows 
can be supplied commercially to the public, and con- 
tracts have recently been let by institutions at ordinary 
prices with clauses making this provision. The Com- 
mittee therefore recommends that all institutions receiv- 
ing children, and also all hospitals, asylums, work- 
houses, etc., should insert clauses in their milk con- 
tracts, and also special clauses in meat contracts to pre- 


tract accepted for the supply of milk and meat to the 
Infectious Hospital of the Borough of Crewe were pub- 
lished by the Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Meredith 
Young, in The British Medical Journal, of December 
17th. (These are reproduced in Appendix IL.)—Byit, 
Med. Journal. 

CoNCLUSIONS. 


The Sub-committee recommends as follows : 


MEAT. 


Properly qualified men should be appointed as meat 
inspectors : 
(a) By every county borough and borough. 
(6) By all urban district councils. 
(c) By county councils for rural districts and by 
arrangement for small urban districts. 
Powers should be obtained from Parliament as follows : 
Slaughterhouses : 

(1) To afford facilities for providing public slaughter. 
houses. 

(2) To prohibit slaughter for gain except in a public 
slaughterhouse after provision of such public 
slaughterhouse. 

(Recommendations (1) and (2) to apply to all 
boroughs and county boroughs and large 
urban districts.) 

(3) Elsewhere all licenses to be renewable annually and 
revocable easily. : 

(4) Compulsory examination of every cargo of import- 
a meat. The charge to be borne by importer. 


MILK. 


(1) Minimum air space in cowsheds to be fixed as 
specified in paragraph III. of this report. 

(2) Power to local authorities to inspect systematically, 
or cause tu be inspected, all dairies and cow- 
sheds from which milk is sent in to their dis- 
tricts, and to exclude the milk if the application 
of the tuberculin test to any cow suspected of 
being tuberculous be refused ; such inspection to 
be carried out by the medical officer of health 
with the assistance of a veterinary officer. 

(3) Power to take samples of milk from any particular 
cow or cows. 

(4) Power to prohibit the entrance of milk into avy 
district if there are reasonable grounds for sus 
pecting it to be tuberculous. ; 

(5) All tumours (or affections) of the udder to be nott- 
fiable. If any cow is ordered tu be slaughtered, 
there should be power to pay compensation! 
the cow proves not to be tuberculous. . 

(6) Imported milk (and dairy products) to be exam 
ined at the port of entry, the expense to be _ 
by the importer. If the milk is found to : 
tuberculous, advertisement to that effect, " ; 
particulars of source, etc., to be made 1n 
Gazette. 

The carrying out of the measures recommend ee , 

be generally under the direction of medical 0 vad ‘ 
health. For the effective application of means = 
prevention of tuberculosis, especially those hee tbat 
with the control of the milk supply, it 1s desis beng 
they should be supervised by the county medica ser . 
This affords an additional reason for the appoint ittee 
medical officers to all counties, and the wo 
regrets to observe that under the Local noms ne 
(Ireland) Act, 1898, no provision exists for of 
the county councils to appoint county medical 0 


health. 
APPENDIX I. 


ME 
EXxTRAcT FROM THE GLascow Poxice (AMEND 
Act, 1890, 53, AND 54 Vict., CH. CCXXI. 


24. Power to Enter Byres.—The medical officer of 
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orders, provided with, and, if required, exhibiting the 
authority in writing of such medical officer or sanitary 
inspector may from time to time, within reasonable 
hours, enter any ri or cowshed within the city, or 
wherever situated, if the milk produced therein is being 
sent for sale within the city, and may inspect and 
examine any cow kept therein for the supply of milk, in 
order to determine whether such cow suffers from any 
disease which might render the use of the said milk dan- 
gerous or injurious to health. 

25. Owners of Cows to Assist the Medical Officer.— 
Every owner of any cow kept within the city for the 
supply of milk, or wherever kept if the milk is being sent 
for sale within the city, and every person in charge of 
the same shall render such etc assistance to the 
medical officer, sanitary inspector, or other person provi- 
ded with, and, if required, exhibiting the authority in 


writing of such medical officer or sanitary inspector for ; losi ; ( 
culin test to the satisfaction of the veterinary surgeon of 


the purpose of inspection and examination as may be re- 
quired by them, and any person refusing such assistance 
or obstructing the inspection shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding five pounds, and such penalty may * sued 
for and recovered before the sheriff of the county in 
which such person is domiciled. 

26. Intimation to be given of Diseased Cows.—Every 
dairyman or keeper of a byre or cowshed whose milk is 
sold within the city, who, after intimation has been 
made to him by the Police Commissioners that any cow 
in his possession kept for the sapply of milk for human 
consumption suffers from tuberculosis or any disease 
which might render the use of such milk for human con- 
sumption dangerous or injurious to health shall retain 
such cow in his possession shall, unless the contrary be 
proved, be presumed to have sold the milk produced by 
such cow for human consumption, and shall be liable to 
a penalty not exceeding £5, and such penalty may be 
sued for and recovered before the sheriff of the county in 
which such person is domiciled at the instance of 
the procurator fiscal. 

27. Penalty for Selling Milk of Diseased Cows.— 
Every person who knowingly sells or suffers to be sold 
or used for human consumption within the city the milk 
of any cow which is suffering from tuberculosis, or any 

lsease which might render the use of such milk dan- 
serous Or Injurious to health, shall be liable to a penalty 
hot exceeding £10 for each offence ; and in any case 
Where the person liable to a penalty under this section is 
hot resident within the city, such penalty may be sued 


for and recovered before the sheriff at the instance of the 
procurator fiscal. 


APPENDIX IL. 
MILK aND Megat ContTRACTs. 


Dr. Meredith Youn i » 

g, Medical Officer of Health, Crewe, 
hs stated that the following contracts have recently 
acai saa! by tradesmen undertaking to supply the 

. on hospital of the borough. Dr. Young adds that 
persons who have accepted those conditions were 


an able to quote the lowest price for all the articles 


. 


“ 
MILK Burrer Contract.” 


(a) The contractor agrees to su i 
{ pply the milk from 
aay eae =e and fed on his own farm, and if at 
other tha shall temporarily supply milk from cows 
ta officer a: own, he shall, if so required by the medi- 
address of | health, furnish him with the name and 
taineg. Person from whom such supply is ob- 

“ 

the ih contractor shall at all reasonable times allow 
Corporatio Officer of health, or veterinary surgeon of the 
» With or without assistants, to inspect the 
8, dairy, milk shop, milk store, and all 


receptacles which are used for the production, storage, 
or distribution of milk, and shall, whether resident 
within or without the borough, carry out the provisions 
of the dairies, cowsheds, and milk shops regulations in 
force for the time being in the borough of Crewe. 

“(c) The contractor shall, at any reasonable time, 
allow the veterinary surgeon for the borough of Crewe, 
in company with the medical officer of health, and with 
or without assistants, to supply the tuberculin test to any 
or all of the milch cows on ie premises, and in the event 
of the tuberculin test above named giving any reaction 
(thus demonstrating the presence of tuberculosis), he 
shall, if this be necessary in the opinion of the medical 
officer of health or veterinary surgeon, immediately cease 
to supply the milk of such cow or cows for the purpose 
of carrying out the contract. If the contractor shall 
continue to keep any cow after the presence of tubercu- 
losis in it shall have been demonstrated by the tuber- 


the borough of Crewe, or the medical officer of health, 
this shall be held to be prima facie evidence that the 
milk from such cow is used for the purpose of supplying 
milk under this contract. 

“(d) The contractor agrees and guarantees that the 
milk supplied under this contract shall in all cases con- 
tain not loos than 3.2 per cent. of fat, as ascertained by 
analysis. 

“(e) The contractor agrees and guarantees that no 
preservative of any kind whatever shall be added to the 
milk or butter supplied under this contract. 


“Meat Conrract. 


“(a) The contract will be accepted subject to the con- 
tractor guaranteeing and agreeing that the whole of the 
meat supplied under the contract shall be English pro- 
duce of the best quality, and from animals free from any 
trace of tuberculosis or any other disease. 

“(b) The contractor, whether resident within or with- 
out the borough, agrees to carry out the bye-laws relat- 
ing to slaughterhouses in force in the borough of Crewe, 
and shall at all reasonable times allow the slaughter- 
houses used by him, and any premises used for the 
storage or sale of beef, and all furniture, receptacles, ete., 
used in connection therewith, to be inspected by the 
medical officer of health, the inspector of nuisances, or 
any other authorised official of the Corporation. 

“(c) The contractor agrees not to supply any meat 
which has been blown or inflated. 

‘“(d) The contractor agrees, if required by the medical 
ofticer of health, to furnish him with the name and 
address of any person who has been engaged in the keep- 
ing, slaughter, dressing, or preparation of the clade 
carcase, or meat fur sale, or of the person from whom 
any animal, carcase, or meat was purchased or ob- 
tained.” 

January 18th, 1899. 


The Committee on Glanders. 


The following is the official list of the gentlemen who 
will serve on the committee appointed by the Board of 
Agriculture to inquire into the working of the Diseases 
of Animals Acts in so far as they relate to glanders, and 
to consider whether any more effective measures can 
with advantage be taken to prevent the spread of that 
disease :—Lord Stanley, M.P. (chairman), Mr. Lloyd 
Baxendale, Mr. Samuel Chisholm, Dr. William Job 
Collins, Lieutenant-Col. Charles Frederick Colvill, 
Mr. Alexander Curtis Cope, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veteri- 
nary Officer to the Board of Agriculture, Mr. Laurence 
Hardy, M.P., Mr. John Malcolm, F.R.C.V.S., ‘and Major 
John Trenchard Tennant, one of the assistant secre- 
taries of the Board of Agriculture. Captain Chamber- 
lain, of the Board of Agriculture, will act as secretary 
to the Committee. 
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TUBERCULOSIS AT DUDLEY. 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to enclose you cutting out of our local ape 
thinking it may be of some interest to you to know that 
the Dudley Town Council have taken a progressive step 
towards the suppression of tuberculosis.— Yours faith- 
fully, ABRAHAM GREEN. 

eterinary Inspector’s Office, 
Dudley, Feb. 11. 


The Mayor (Alderman G. H. Dunn) presided at the 
usual meeting of the Dudley Town Council on Tuesday, 
February 7th. 

The Veteriuary Inspector (Mr. A. Green) in his 
annual report to the Executive Committee under the 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, stated that he had in- 
spected 31 carcases of swine, and the carcases of eight 
cows and a calf, and certified them as being unfit for 
food from tuberculosis and various other diseases. There 
had heen four cases of swine fever and one case of 
glanders, but the town had been remarkably free from 
contagious diseases. Since the Muzzling Ordéf came 
into operation, however, he had destroyed 127 dogs, 
which had helped to rid the streets of a lot of useless 
and ownerless curs. He suggested that the Council 
should issue a notice to the effect that cowkeepers could 
have their animals periodically examined to see if they 
bad tuberculosis, and if found free a certificate be 
granted certifying that the milk from the cowshed was 
free from tuberculosis. Many of the cowsheds and 
dairies were old and dilapidated, and great difficulty 
was experienced in thoroughly cleansing the same. He 
asked the support of the Council in compelling the 
owners to provide sufficient air space in these sheds, of 
which many were very deficient. 

The committee adopted the recommendations of the 
veterinary inspector as to issuing the notice to cow- 
keepers of the testing for tuberculosis. 


VENTILATION AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


T° the Editor of the North British Agriculturist. 


Sir,—In several recent articles in the V.B. Agricul- 
turist on tuberculosis, I notice a strong tendency to lay 
stress upon the point of ventilation of byres, and the 
cubic air-space provided for each cow. Ventilation is, 
of course, a necessary thing in itself, without which no 
animal can for long remain in a healthy condition. But 
as a cure or preventive of bovine tuberculosis, I venture 
to assert that its importance is much overrated. A few 
weeks ago Principal Williams was reported in your 
columns to have said that “ ventilation had nothing what- 
ever to do with tuberculosis.” Although most of our 
scientific men think otherwise, and keep on preaching 
ventilation as the most important measure for the re- 
striction, and even cure, of tuberculosis, I have reason 
to think that Principal Williams is nearer the truth than 
the majority of his brother professors. 

I have lately returned from New Zealand, where for 
seven years I have been engaged in dairying, and where, 
as Government Dairy Commissioner, I had excellent op- 
portunities for seeing the stock from one end of the 
country to the other. In the South Island, cattle are 
sometimes housed at night during the winter months ; 
in the North Island, hardly ever. As a rule, there is 
more sunshine during a New Zealand winter than in 
many a Scotch summer. The cows are milked in open 
sheds, where there is seldom as much as a feed-trough. 
If ventilation could prevent tuberculosis, one would 
think that here, at least, the disease would get no 
footing. But what do we find? Last year, in one dairy- 
ing district about 30 miles square, the stock inspector 
condemned and killed—without compensation—from 


eighty to one hundred head of cattle every month ; and, 
although those best qualified to judge do not consider 
the disease so prevalent out there as at home, the tuber. 
culin test has already given sufficient evidence to warrant 
the assumption that least 20 to 25 per cent. of the milch 
cows of the colony are affected. ven among the wild 
“run-cattle” of the Queensland and New South Wales 
stations, cattle which, from one year’s end to the other 
never come under a roof, tuberculosis has many victims, 

Fresh air, therefore, is evidently not the “ certain pre- 
ventive “for tuberculosis that most people in this country 
have been led to believe. Vitiated air may, by lowering 
the general health, render animals more prone to infection 
of any nature whatsoever, but in the colonies it is clear 
that there must be some other cause at work. I have 
read most of the literature dealing with this subject, 
but Ido not remember ever having come across any 
positive proof that tuberculosis had anything to do with 
ventilation. Opinions to this effect I have read by the 
score, but nowadays we have no use for opinions that are 
not supported by facts. Perhaps next time medical ex- 
perts will talk to us about ventilation and cubic air-space, 
they will furnish a little'‘evidence on this point.—[ am,ete. 

CaRL W. S6RENSEN. 


HULL BUTCHERS AND TUBERCULOSIS. 


An interesting development has taken place at Hull in 
connection with the movement for compensating 
owners for the slaughter of cattle infected with tubercu- 
losis. On Thursday last the committee of the Hull 
Butchers’ Association adopted a resolution in the follow- 
ing terms :— 

That this committee make a respectful request to the 
auctioneers selling at Hull, Beverley, and Driffiel 
cattle markets, at the next sale, that all beasts sold for 
£9 and upwards, all sheep in wool sold for 20s., or if 
clipped 25s. and upwards, and all pigs sold for 25s. and 
upwards, be subject to a condition of sale to the ellect 
that in the event of the same when slaughtered being 
-condemned by the meat inspector as diseased and unfit 
for food within five days of purchase, the cost of such 
animals shall be refunded to the butcher by the auction- 
eer ; and that in the event of the auctioneer refusing this 
coming condition, the trade be called upon to decline 
purchasing until this condition has been conceded. 

Shortly before noon on February 6th, a large ont 
of butchers, farmers, and auctioneers began to assemle 
in the Market, and in response to a request adjour 
to the pay-room, where a meeting was held to discuss the 

uestion. 
. Mr. T. H. Richardson, the President of the a 
tion, was voted to the chair. He said they consice : 
the demand they were making was both fair and yea 
able, and that the beasts offered, for sale that day * ‘ve 
be offered under the new conditions. What they a 
was that all beasts offered for sale should be erie To 
as fit for food within five days of leaving the market. 
that condition they meant tv adhere. 

Mr. Leonard, one of the auctioneers, said the ™ The 
had been sprung upon them rather sudden a eek 
auctioneers felt that they had no authority to owed wf 
terms without consulting those who employed t ra defer 
they respectfully asked the Butchers’ Association” 
their demand to — them to meet with a vie 
vising a means of settlement. . 

Mr. J. T. Hall asked whether in the event of bg ms 
sociation deferring the matter for a_ fortnight, 
tioneers would give a guarantee until then. ‘bly give ® 
Mr. said they could not possibly 

arantee on their own responsibullty. | rt 
Richardson. said they did not intend 10 
from their resolution by a single inch. They 
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Upon the business of the market being commenced, 
Mr. Cranswick, the first in turn, mounted the rostrum, 
and announced that he could not accept the new con- 
ditions Mr. Richardson said the butchers were at 
liberty to buy privately, and some did so.—Mr. Palmer 
sold cattle under the new conditions, and during the 
afternoon some of the auctioneers gave the guarantee, 
and a fair business was done. 

Our Holderness correspondent writes :—The action hy 
the Hull butchers at the cattle market yesterday is 
causing much comment among the farmers of this dis- 
trict, and later in the day a deputation of auctioneers 
waited on Mr. W. England, President of the Holderness 
Agricultural Society, and requested him to call a meeting 
of farmers, auctioneers and butchers on Tuesday week, 
to discuss the situation, and if possible arrive at an 
agreement. Mr. England acceded to the request. Seve- 
ral farmers expressed their intention of calling upon 
Captain Bethell, M.P., and Mr. H. J. Reckitt, M.P., who 
represent local constituencies, to promote a bill in Parlia- 
ment under which compensation will be afforded out of 
the Imperial Exchequer for the slaughter of animals 
affected with tuberculosis.—7he Yorkshire Post. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


Tue Purity or MILK. 

Mr. Cuannine (Northampton, E.) asked the Presi- 
dent of the Local Goverument Board whether he had 
now come to a decision as to the portions of the recom- 
mendations of the Commission on Tuberculosis which 
could and ought to be carried out without delay, and 
especially as to the recommendations made to secure the 
purity and wholesomeness of milk; whether he was 
aware that a considerable number of town councils and 
other local authorities were bringing on Bills to extend 
their own powers locally to deal with the purity of milk, 
and to restrain the sale of milk from diseased cows ; 
whether he had considered the resolutions passed by the 
British Farmers’ Association and by the Central and 

lated Chambers of Agriculture on this subject, to 
the effect that there should be a general Act passed 
dealing uniformly with this question ; and whether he 
Would introdnce a general Bill to secure better protection 
of the consumers from tuberculosis infection in milk 
throughout the country, . 

Mr. CuapLin : The answer to the first paragraph, so 
aras it relates to matters affecting the Local Govern- 
ment Board, is in the affirmative. The answer to the 
second and third paragraphs is also in the affirmative. 

ith regard to the fourth, I doubt if a general Bill is 
Pe a to secure better protection to consumers from 

: teulosis infection of milk. For that purpose I have 
oa and I propose to issue directly, an order extend- 
of “disease” in the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
pe o shops Order of 1885, so as to include, in the 
wie such disease of the udder as shall be 
will her Ae veterinary surgeon to be tubercular. This 
Ws hee effect of prohibiting the milk from such 
© und with other milk and from being: sold 
a ath uman food. Upon various other matters 
eeu In the report of the Commission and affecting 
wet by scared public health—which I think may be 
suthov eeu ations—I am sending a circular to the local 


Mr. Cu ANNING 
NG asked whether the order the right hon. 
contemplated would render and 
local tuthortieg as the isolated proposals of the 
CHAPLIN: The j 
authorit; : Lhe isolated proposals of the local 
Mr Je referred to deal with the cattle themselves. 
friend lane (North Hants): Has my right hon. 
ntodued by fore probability of tuberculosis being 
m 
: Yes; [have contemplated that. 


THE LEEDS CORPORATION BILL. 


The deputation, consisting of Messrs. Mason (spokes- 


man), Greenhalgh, Scriven, McCarmick, Wharam and 
Clarkson, appointed by the Yorkshire Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association, appeared before the Parliamentary 
Committee of the Leeds Corporation on Tuesday, Feb. 
14th, to protest against the clause of the Bill by which 
they are seeking powers to enable “the medical officer 
of health, or any person acting under his orders provided 
with, and if required exhibiting the authority in writing 
of such medical officer, may from time to time within 
reasonable hours, enter any byre, cowshed, or dairy farm 
within the city, or wherever situated, if the milk pro- 
duced therein or supplied therefrom is being sent for sale 
within the city, and may inspect, examine, and apply the 
tuberculin test, or other reasonable test to any cow kept 
therein for the supply of milk, in order to determine 
whether such cow suffers from any disease which might 
render the use of the said milk dangerous or injurious 
to health.” 


The deputation were introduced by Councillor Simp- 


son, and were assured by the Committee that it was their 
intention to employ veterinary surgeons for this 
work. Mr. Mason pointed out that as the clause 
at present reads, any person—however unqualified for 
the duty might be deputed to do the work, with conse- 
quent inefficiency, and hardship alike on the stockowner 
and the public. He dwelt on the position of the vete- 
rinary surgeon of to-day as compared to that occupied 
by the old cow leech not many years gone by, and claimed 
the right of the profession to rank as one of the learned 
and scientific 
undertaking such duties as using the tuberculin test 
on animals which they, by their special training, have the 
greatest knowledge of. He asked the Committee to in- 
sert the word veterinary surgeon in the clause, and fol- 
low the good example set in the Public Health Bill 
(Scotland), and at Manchester, &c., and by so doing 
reduce the possibility of accidents to a minimum. Be- 
fore the deputation left, the chairman promised that the 
Committee would give the matter their favourable and 
careful consideration. 


ies, and to be the only body capable of 


A. M. McCarmick, Hon. Sec. 


Wanted— _ V.S. for Egypt. 
The Board of Agriculture have received through the 


Foreign Office a copy of a notice issued by the Egyptian 
Sanitary and Quarantine Board inviting applications for 
the post of Veterinary Surgeon under th 

Suez. The salary attached to the post ccmmences at 
£E264 (about £271) per annum, and rises progressively 
to £E336 (about £345). Any veterinary surgeon desirous 
of applying for the appointment should make applica- 
tion in French to the President of the Quarantine 
Board at Alexandria, the last date for receiving such 
applications being April 20th, 1899. The application 
should state whether the candidate is conversant with 
any and what foreign languages. It is to be accom- 
panied by a diploma from a College or the State; a 
statement of any other qualification or testimonial ; a 
medical certificate of health ; a certificate of birth ; and 
a written undertaking to proceed to Egypt within a 
month of the official announcement of the ¢ 
appointment to the post. Each candidate will also be 
expected to agree to reimburse the expenses of his 
passage out should he resign the service of the Quaran- 
tine Board within a year of his a4 are eg and three 
months’ notice of resignation must 


e Board at 


candidate’s 


given. 
[We insert this advertisement gratuitously for the simple 


reason that it may assist one of our readers to a post, and 
not because we believe the Egptian Government is too poor 
to pay for it.—Ep.} 
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Pseudo-Tuberculosis. 


A special discussion on.the subject of Pseudo-tuber- 
culosis will be held by the Pathological Society of Lon- 
don on February 21st. Dr. G. Sims Woodhead will open 
the debate, and will be followed by Professor Sidney 
Martin, Professor John McFadyean, Drs. Washbourn, 
Pakes, and Wethered. It is hoped that any members 
who have anything to contribute will communicate with 
the secretaries at 20 Hanover Square. The object of 
the debate is partly to focus the existing knowledge on 
the subject and partly to obtain a more definite idea as 
tu what conditions should be included under the head- 
ing “ pseudo-tuberculosis.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 


PROFESSIONAL FEES. 
ir, 

Reading the report of the recent Council meeting, 
I noticed that Mr. Dollar made a_ proposition to the 
Council to appoint a Committee to consider the 4uestion 
of professional fees. Might I ask Mr. Dollar how it 
could be arranged? Iam atraid it would be very diffi- 
cult, as the Council would first require to have an Act 
to compel all unregistered men to discontinue visiting 
patients under a heavy penalty. Mr. Dollar must re- 
member there is a difference between town and country 
practices. Within a radius of ten miles of my house 
there are eleven unregistered men. A good situation for 
a young member to commence in, after spending four or 
tive years in pupilage and college, at a cost of between 
£400 and £500! The charges of these men are so low 
it would be impossible to compete with them. We often 
hear “ Mr. So-and-so had a cow cr horse ill, and So-and- 
so doctored it, and the charge was not half so much as you 
vets. charge.” They can doit as they stand at no ex- 


case of De Moéns, of Antwerp, inoculated at the Pasteur 
Institute from the 20th March to the 2nd of April, 1839 
a fatal result also occurred, although the dog remained 
perfectly well. To these may be added a Brooklyn case 
in which the patient was exhibited on a public plat. 
form as a great “cure,” along with the dog, although the 
same animal had also bitten several other persons, who 
declined the inoculations, yet remained perfectly well, 

In the face of such evidence it appears to me to be un- 
| necessary toassume the existence of a specific microbe, 
| which has never been found, in order to account both for 

the deaths which take place when the patient cannot be 
proved tu have been inoculated with rabid virus, or for 
the recoveries which follow after bites from undoubtedly 
rabid animals. When it is a long way to send fora 
method of treatment which now has a list of undoubted 
failures, surely it cannot be wrong to give the vapour 
bath treatment in such cases, as whatever the source of 
the symptoms it must act as a nerve sedative, and will 
also probably help in the elimination of any poison 
' which may have been absorbed. To my mind the doctrine 
| of a “ hair of the dog that bit you” is a decided failure. 
—I am, sir, your obedient servant, ; 

Epwp. Haucuton, B.A., M.D., M.R.CS.E. 
Upper Norwood, 8.E. 


THE ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Dear Sir, 

On reading your article in The Veterinary Record of 
January 28th, regarding the Army Veterinary Depart: 
| ment, I fully agree with you, and from personal exper- 
‘ience of many years Regular service I have on many 
occasions known many cases of good and excellent ser- 
vices performed by officers of the Army Veterinary 
Department, but have not noticed an over abundance of 
recognition meted out to those officers. : 

' T should also like to remark as regards the veterinary 


pense. The Council also ought to take into serious con- | officers of the yeomanry regiments, who have, for what 
sideration the employment of non-qualified men. Every reason I never could understand, to serve as Veterinaty- 
week unqualified assistants are advertised for. Why is Lieutenant for 15 years before being granted the rank 
it? Ave they cheaper than a Member (I hope the answer | of Captain. Why not make the length of service the 
would not be that they are better men, if so that is a| same for both services, the latter officer having, during 
great slur on the profession). Every one of these men the time of the annual training, to perform similar 
takes the place of a member. I hope, ’ere long, we shall duties, and for little or no return.—I beg to remain, sit, 


see something done for the benefit of the poor country 
vet, and for the qualified assistant. 
DIPLOMAT. 


HYDROPHOBIA.—THE CASE OF MR. O’LEARY. 


Sir, 

Although the case of Mr. O’Leary, which you de- 
scribed in your article of the 28th ult., may not yet be 
traced in all particulars, it is obvious that it must leave 
some uneasiness in the minds of the public. 

If, as you say, the identity of the dog which bit Mr. 
O’Leary at Mian Mir is but imperfectly determined, 
neither can it be proved that he was bitten by any 
rabid animal. The fact that he could not remember 
whether black or white predominated in the dog which 
he tried to shoot, leaves it stil] in evidence that both 
the dogs which were under suspicion were of a similar 
colour and marking. In The Daily Telegraph and 
Deccan Herald of India, some four or five more eases of 
a similar character are given, with the dates when they 
were treated at the Pasteur Institute, and their subse- 
quent death by hydrophobia, one of which is especially 
remarkable. It is that of a man named Rascol, who, 
althongh not bitten through the skin, was compelled by 
the French Postal Authorities to undergo the usual 


yours sincerely, 
LonG SERVICE. 


WHAT IS “THE PUBLIU PRESS?” 
Dear Sir, 
Can you interpret comprehensively and completely 
the meaning of “the public press?” Confirmation ° : 
_recently made bye-law would seem to make the a 
‘interpretation of this cognomen of great Our 
| Would The Field, The Live Stock Journal, 
Dogs be considered “the publi¢ press?’ If 16 cos 


amongst 


| 


shown that The Veterinary Record circulated “dered a8 
any but veterinary surgeons, would it be cons! vess 
‘coming within the designation of “the 
Your'opinion on this matter would be deemed of 
weight.—Yours sincerely, CG. Mavalt 
Does the term mean any paper or journal oe 
bought by the public, or any paper or journé ily pur 
be perused by the public without necessat y 


chasing ? 


Communications, Books, Papeks RECF 
G. Mayall, B. W. Blomfield, F. Hob:lay, 


inoculations. As he died shortly afterwards it is difficult . 
to know to what else his tetanic symptoms were due, | 
especially as another man bitten severely by the same 
dog and not inoculated, remained perfectly well. Inthe 


S. Beeson, §. Locke, F.C. Hobbs, F. C. Golden, ior 
A. McCarmick, R. Rutherford ; Capt. 8. M. Smith, 
J.A.Nunn. ‘ Long Service.” : The citizen 

American Vety. Review, _ Hull Daily News, 
(Gloucester). 
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